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2011-2016 Approach

• 7 Elements

• A SCORP External Review Panel

• A recreational demand survey of in-
state residents

• Evaluation of urban park and 
greenway open spaces

• Outdoor recreation, health, and 
wellness: understanding and 
enhanching the relationship

• Connecting urban and rural 
populations to open space lands for 
recreation and conservation

• An assessment of statewide outdoor 
recreational issues

• A wetlands planning summary



SCORP Timeline

A SCORP External Review Panel

A recreational demand survey of in-state residents

Evaluation of urban park and greenway open 
spaces

Outdoor recreation, health, and wellness: 
understanding and enhanching the 
relationship

Connecting urban and rural populations to open 
space lands for recreation and 
conservation

An assessment of statewide outdoor recreational 
issues

A wetlands planning summary

June 2010                 Jan 2011                            Jan 2012



Creating a 21st Century Strategy for America’s Outdoors







Connecting Americans to the Great Outdoors

1.  Provide Quality Jobs, Career Pathways, and Service Opportunities

2.  Enhance Recreational Access and Opportunities

3.  Raise Awareness of the Value and Benefits of America’s Great Outdoors

4.  Engage Young People in Conservation and the Great Outdoors



Conserving and Restoring America’s Great Outdoors

5.  Strengthen the Land and Water Conservation Fund

6.  Establish Great Urban Parks and Community Green Spaces

7.  Conserve Rural Working Farms, Ranches, and Forests Through Partnerships and 
Incentives

8.  Conserve and Restore Our National Parks, Wildlife Refuges, Forests, and Other Federal 
Lands and Waters

9.  Protect and Renew Rivers and Other Waters



Working Together for America’s Great Outdoors

10. Make the Federal Government a More Effective Conservation Partner



Recommendation 5.3

Broaden guidelines for Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plans (SCORPs) to align with AGO priorities

States are required to adopt SCORPs and update them every five years to be eligible 
for the NPS LWCF stateside program. This ensures that federal investments in outdoor 
recreation are consistent with state plans and help accomplish local and state priorities. 
From state to state these plans vary widely in their quality and utility and many do not 
address some of the kinds of programs and priorities envisioned in this report.

Action Item 5.3a: Consulting with local and state governments, federal agencies, and 
stakeholders, develop new guidelines and criteria for SCORPs that focus a portion of 
the LWCF stateside program on urban parks and community green spaces, landscape-
scale conservation, and recreational blueways, in addition to outdoor recreation. (DOI, 
USDA)

Action Item 5.3b: Establish competitive grants funding for or states to amend their 
SCORPs to meet the new guidelines. (DOI)



Items Under Consideration

• The Secretary has proposed that 60% of the state-side be allocated 
competitively to the states under the goals of America's Great Outdoors

• Whether current Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plans
(SCORP) and Open Project Selection Process (OPSP) are adequate to 
ensure appropriate review of proposals that would meet the 
competition’s objectives and the ability to compete well nationally. 

• The format of the competition.  In a combined competition, the purposes 
of the project would be evaluated primarily against specific criteria 
developed for the most relevant priority area, thus allowing each project 
to compete on its own merits (vs. trying to compare the merits of an 
urban project against a landscape project).  

• How “urban” should be defined.  What jurisdictions would be eligible to 
submit projects in this category?  Use the Urban Park and Recreation 
Recovery definition or something different?  Set a minimum population 
size or density?
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